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6000 men, two-thirds of whom were French. He effected his
junction with Lafayette, the French commander, on Septem-
ber 18, 1781, bringing his total up to 16,000 men, and sat down
before Yorktown. The French fleet was in command of the
water approach by Chesapeake Bay, Cornwallis, entrenched in
Yorktown, awaiting relief from the sea—but none came. In
the effort to dislodge the temporary superiority which the French
had on the water the English admiral, Graves, had been badly
handled and compelled to withdraw to New York to refit. On
October 19, 1781, Cornwallis surrendered.
There was no merely military reason why the surrender of
Yorktown should mean the end of the war; powerful as the
French were locally at sea, England was certain to recover superi-
ority at last—but the prolongation of the struggle, the success of
the colonials, and the moral effect of this last blow between
them decided the affair. In the next year (1782) negotiations
were begun at Paris, without serious hostilities in America; a
provisional treaty was signed, and finally the second Treaty of
Paris was concluded and the independence of the United States
recognized, on Wednesday, September 3, 1783.
THE ORDEAL
THE FRENCH REVOLUTION
Nature of the Period. From 1783, the date which closes
the loss of the American colonies, to 1815 was for the new
Aristocratic England the period of its ordeal.
She was to be challenged by a formidable movement sweeping
the whole of civilization and known by the general term of£ the
French Revolution*: the effect of this vast affair upon England's
own character and international position—the way in which the
French Revolution, while transforming the world and making
a new Europe, indirectly produced an England more separated
from Europe than she had been and at the same time expanding
during and after the struggle in wealth, position, and dominion
—must be followed. England had become newly great as an
aristocratic Protestant state. Democracy was (and remains)
abhorrent to her political temper, and the idea of social equality
is profoundly alien to her character. Was she to suffer trans-
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